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Editorôs Hello  

Hey folks, 

Welcome to end of summer Southern Canoeist ς a bumper edition to cover everything that has happened over 

the last few sunny months.  

I had a funny experience a few Sunday afternoons ago. Having spent 90% of my paddling years in a sea kayak, I 

thought it was time to try something else. So I headed down to Browns to try out a borrowed wave hopper 

(thanks Dave!) for the first time. I was pretty focussed trying to get the deck on as it was quite tight, and get 

the footpegs sorted and so on, when I heard an ominous cry from the beach next to me - "Oh dear, I think you 

will have to get the person in the kayak to help you!!"...shit... I looked up and there was a very small dog/rat 

thing in the middle of the current, slowly drowning, with its owner even more slowly walking into the water to 

ǎŀǾŜ ƛǘΦ IƳƳƳΣ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘΧŘƻ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀō ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭƛƴƎΣ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ, freaked out dog, in a boat 

I have never paddled, not knowing if I can stay upright or even steer? Or do I just walk out and grab it? So off I 

went, wading waist deep into the fest of Browns, grabbed the dog and walked back to the owner who by rights 

should have be completely grateful and even a lƛǘǘƭŜ ŜƳōŀǊǊŀǎǎŜŘΣ ōǳǘ ƻŦ ŎƻǳǊǎŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘΗ L ŀƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ 

ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎΦΦΦǿƘȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƭŀŘȅ Ƨǳǎǘ ǇŀŘŘƭŜ ƻǳǘ ŀƴŘ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ŘƻƎΚ  

Cheers and beers, 

Shazza (aka Sharon)   

 

Office Bearers  2008/09  

Commodore  Justin Boocock  jboocock@fastmail.fm 

Vice Commodore Cam Folder  cameron.folder@elders.com.au 

Secretary  Rosie Mollison  rosie_mollison@hotmail.com 

Grant Munting grant.munting@hydro.com.au 

Treasurer  Phil Watkins  pwatkins@tasprint.com.au 

Newsletter Editor Sharon Campbell two.reds@ozemail.com.au 

Events Co-ordinator Leigh Wighton  leigh@kayak4play.com.au 

Social Secretary John Boro  moyad@dodo.com.au 

Property Manager Ian Smith  iasmith@netspace.com.au 

Junior Development Peter Eckhardt peckhard@bigpond.net.au 

Thanks to all contributors for this edition: Booga, John Boro, Danimal, Firthy, Kris & Imojen, Nards,  

Ian S, Leigh, Daniel W, Timmy W, AT, Cazza and Steve B. 
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DCC Champs Roundup  

Well the weather gods didn't shine, but since when has that stopped a good laugh on the river? The DCC 

Champs was attended by a small but dedicated group of club members either with their young families in tow 

or a bottle of Scotch in the boot, which led to quite an entertaining weekend. 

The formal frivolities kicked off with a head to head race run from the toppest of the top of the course. The 

start was staggered to give those that hadn't been in a boat since the previous summer a fighting chance 

against those training for the World Cup later this year. Unfortunately the staggering was not quite staggering 

enough and Dan pipped me right on the finish line. So being the organiser 

of the event, it was decided to run the race again in an attempt to rig the 

results and claim victory, but alas no matter how much staggering I could 

do it was clear that Dan was definitely the winner of the event. It is unclear 

who crossed the finish line in 3rd or any where after that because my eyes 

were bleeding from over exertion, but rest assured that everyone did 

indeed finish.  

So Dan headed home with success in his belly and I seized the 

opportunity to host another event in an attempt to feel victory as well. 

Heads were put together and a format for the coveted Iron Bastard 

race was struck upon. Competitors were briefed on their required legs 

including an Olympic style walk-with-your-boat from the camp site to 

the top of the course, paddle down to the bridge, hop out and walk 

across to a rather large muddy puddle on the road where it was on to 

hands and knees to push a ball from one side to the other using 

nothing but your nose or chin, dash back over the bridge and paddle to 

the bottom, jump out, power walk to the camp site and attempt to jump over your paddle after spinning 

around with it 10 times. Sounds easy, well come and try it in 2009 then! The event ran as smooth as could be 

expected with only a minor casualty as Jake span off course in the final leg and landed in the fire place (luckily 

it wasn't burning). Rowan Boro judged the muddy puddle antics, and it is 

he who I blame for letting Antho slip into the lead and take out the 

event! Well done Antho, I'll have to practice next time it rains. Others 

did finish, but my head was spinning too much to remember them.  

So, 2 down and still no victory for the organiser. Time to turn to the ball 

race. This was a classic format with an exceptionally low carnage rate. 

No blood, no lost balls, just good clean VICTORY... wahoo, that will do 

for the day, now where's that bottle of Scotch? 

The next day saw action on the slalom course. About 10 gates were hastily strung up and where they stood 

was what the course turned out to be. Quite a challenge from memory. Or maybe that's more to do with a 

somewhat lack of time in the slalom boat? Either way, it was still as much fun as ever... flying down a narrow 

river, bouncing over waves, pinning a few ups, whizzing straight past some of the downs, brilliant. 

Check out the results below to see how it all turned out. 
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All in all the weekend was a raging success. The kids loved the camping and getting thoroughly filthy in the 

mud, the parents loved cleaning up the kids and even going for a paddle on a much loved piece of whitewater 

that may soon be victim to another Hydro power station. If so, lets do all we can to retain usage of this 

fabulous site by patronising events and even running a few more to show that we do utilise the site. Thanks to 

all for turning up and making the weekend as much fun as it was. 

Words and photos: Booga   

 

  
Run 1 Run 2 Total 

Name Boat Penalties Time Total Penalties Time Total Total Place 

Justin Boocock Slalom C1 2 58.30 60.30 0 57.93 57.93 118.23 1 

Katie Mollison Slalom KI 2 71.04 73.04 2 66.38 68.38 141.42 2 

David Borojevic Slalom KI 6 74.14 80.14 4 66.40 70.40 150.54 3 

Craig Chivers Slalom KI 2 71.80 73.80 2 79.66 81.66 155.46 4 

John Borojevic Slalom KI 2 81.38 83.38 4 69.77 73.77 157.15 5 

Colin Furmston Play 6 78.65 84.65 2 79.24 81.24 165.89 6 

Jake Pearce Creek 6 79.30 85.30 52 88.27 140.27 225.57 7 

John Shipp Creek 154 71.04 225.04 2 76.08 78.08 303.12 8 

Carl Mason Creek 204 114.54 318.54 8 107.97 115.97 434.51 9 

Ian Smith  Creek 6 106.98 112.98 300 70.85 370.85 483.83 10 
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Style % Place 

Anthony O'Hearn Creek 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 100.0% 1st 

Justin Boocock Play 3 2 3 2 2 2 2 95.8% 2nd 

Ian Smith Creek 2 3 2 3 3 3 3 75.6% 3rd 

John Borojevic Creek 6 5 4 4 4 4 4 69.9% 4th 

Andy Townsend Creek 4 4 5 5 5 5 5 56.3% 5th  

And it all got a bit blurry after that - others included: Col Furmston, Carl Mason, David Borojevic, Craig Chivers, 
Jake Pearce, John Shipp and others in no particular order... 

 

Ball Race  Head to Head 

Team Place  Name Boat Place 

Antho OΩIearn & Justin Boocock 1st  Dan Hall Creek 1st 

Andy Townsend & John Borojevic 2nd  Justin Boocock Play 1st 

And the rest somewhere down the back...  Not so sure after that! 
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2009 Australian Wildwater Champs  

Roundup  

The week of Jan 2nd through to Jan 11th saw a flurry of whitewater paddling activity, with the Australian 

Schools Whitewater Championships, the Australian National Slalom Championships, the Australian Wildwater 

Championships and national selection races. These races were held at the Forth, Mersey and Bradys Lake 

courses. 

DCC members dominated the Australian Wildwater Championships, with 

Dan Hall taking out his sixth consecutive first place in both the sprint and 

classic events. In the sprint event, Ben Maynard came in second, while 

brother Andrew came a close third. In the classic race, Ben maintained 

second place ahead of Stew Bennett, while Matt Dalzeil followed in fourth 

place.  

/ŀǊƻƭ IǳǊǎǘ ŀƭǎƻ ŘƻƳƛƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƳŜƴΩǎ ŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴΣ winning her 6th 

Australian Classic and the Sprint race.  Slalom paddler Susie Wharton from 

NSW came second in both the Classic and Sprint with Andrea McQuitty coming third in both races. 

 These results mean that the Australian team consists mostly of DCC 

members. The Australian Mens team for the 2009 World Cups in 

Tasmania consists of Dan, Ben, Stew, Andrew, Matt Dalziel and 

Matthew French. The Womens team consists of Carol Hurst, Susie 

Wharton, Andrea McQuitty, Ruby Hodgetts and Alayne Bonney. 

 The Junior Australian team for the 2009 Junior World Championships 

in Switzerland this June consists of NSW paddlers Alex and Rob McIntyre, Shaun Wilson and Tasmanian Jake 

Pearce in the Junior Men and Ruby Hodgetts in the Junior Women. 

Congratulations to these folk on their outstanding achievements to date! 
Clockwise from top left: 

Dan Hall, Ben Maynard, 

Stew Bennett, Andrea 

McQuitty, Andrew 

Maynard, Rob McIntyre  

Bradys Lake, National 

Selection Race 2 

Words and photos: Shazza 


